years, the treatment of the insane was shrouded in a mass of ignorance and superstition ; the unfortunate victims of it were exposed to cruelty and neglect, such as to make us shudder when we think of it; and the wonder with which we contemplate how recently this state of matters existed, is only equalled by the heartfelt gratitude with which we view their ameliorated condition.
The interest that has attached to this branch of medicine, and the advances that have been made of late years, may be inferred from the numerous works which have appeared on the subject, either as monographs, or on limited portions of psychological medicine. These are of great value to the specialist physician, but they are not so well adapted to the use of the general practitioner; and, as it is now expected of every welleducated medical man to have a knowledge of the nature and treatment of insanity, a systematic treatise coming from the hands of a writer so well known as M. Morel, who has devoted so much attention to the subject, must be admitted to be of great value. For the use of the student and general practitioner it is more particularly intended, as we gather from the preface, as well as from the general plan and scope of the work.
It is divided into four books, the first being devoted to an exposition of the doctrines held on insanity among the ancient physicians, during the middle ages, and at present; the second to the causes and the manner of interpreting them ; the third to the symptomatology; and the fourth to the particular forms of insanity and their treatment. 
